
JOHAN DORRESTEIN – WELL-ADVISED LUNCH! 
“Music Entrepreneurship in the 21st Century” 
 
Please join us for this special event 
   When: Thursday, March 9, 12-1:30pm 
   Where: MU011 (Merrill Hall) 
Students! Please sign up here:  
https://iujsm-csm.symplicity.com/sso/students/  
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
You are invited to visiting arts entrepreneur Johan Dorrestein for a discussion on Music 
Entrepreneurship in the 21st Century. This should be a fascinating discussion, given Johan’s 
extensive experience in arts management in Europe, with a focus on The Netherlands. 

Johan’s experience includes 

-          Managing Director of the Netherlands Wind Ensemble 

-          General Manager and Artistic Director of the Amsterdam Bach Soloists 

-          Project director of the New Year Concert at the Amsterdam Concertgebouw 

-          Managing director of Holland Festival 

-          Managing director of Cello Biennale Amsterdam and National Cello Competition 

 Johan Dorrestein: 

Johan Dorrestein (1950) studied classical guitar at the Conservatorium of Amsterdam. 

In 1978, he founded the Amsterdam Guitar Trio with which he gave numerous recitals in 
concert halls in Europa, Japan, Mexico, Canada and the USA. In 1985, their RCA recording of 
Vivaldi’s Four Seasons was awarded an Edison Award. The trio commissioned many new works 
with composers from the Netherlands and abroad and created projects with new music in 
cooperation with other musicians and ensembles. In 1986, Johan Dorrestein organized the 
IJsbreker International Guitar Week for Contemporary Music. 

 For eighteen years (1990 to 2008) Johan Dorrestein was managing director of the Nederlands 
Blazers Ensemble (Netherlands Wind Ensemble), at first combining that job –until 1996- with 
the general management and artistic direction of the Amsterdam Bach Soloists, the baroque 
ensemble of the Royal Concertgebouw Orchestra. Over those 18 years, Johan Dorrestein has 
turned the Netherlands Wind Ensemble, together with artistic director Bart Schneemann, into a 
production house, which created special projects, music theatre, educational projects, CD and 
DVD recordings and the yearly national composing competition for children and youngsters 

https://iujsm-csm.symplicity.com/sso/students/


resulting in the traditional New Year Concert at the Amsterdam Concertgebouw, a nationwide 
television broadcast. https://nbe.nl/en/ 

 From 2008 to 2009, Johan Dorrestein was managing director of the Holland Festival. From 2010 
up until today, he is managing director of the Cello Biennale Amsterdam and the National Cello 
Competition. The Cello Biennale Amsterdam is a 10-day international music festival around the 
cello which receives over 30.000 visitors. http://www.cellobiennale.nl/ 

 Johan Dorrestein is one of the founding fathers of Splendor Amsterdam, an independent 
successful new music stage created by 50 musicians who turned a former bathhouse in the 
heart of the old city into a laboratory of new musical initiatives. It opened its doors in 
September 2013. http://splendoramsterdam.com/?lang=en 

Next to funding and organizing an international music festival Johan Dorrestein considers his 
work as chair of the board for Musicians without Borders as his most important job. Musicians 
without Borders is an international organization of musicians who uses the power of music to 
bridge divides, connect communities, and heal the wounds of war. They are active in Palestine, 
Kosovo, Rwanda and Northern Ireland and in refugee camps in the 
Netherlands. https://www.musicianswithoutborders.org/ 

 Johan Dorrestein is a frequently requested advisor and coach in the performing arts. He has a 
special interest in training and coaching young musical talent, particularly on subjects like 
entrepreneurship, the building of a career and creating chances for yourself as a talented young 
musician. 
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